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LIVING IN GOD’S TIME 

a time to question and a time to trust 
 

Thursday, May 5 

Exodus 3:1-11 … who am I that I should go to Pharaoh 
Job 16:1-6 … how much of it leaves me 
John 14:1-7 … how can we know the way 
Acts 9:10-15 … how much evil he has done 

 

It’s a Thursday morning. The beginning of a four-day mini-retreat. It is a time to reflect on the current 
state of the business I conceived and developed over the past three years. The business has not 
achieved that for which I had hoped. I am at a place of decision. Do I continue to invest time, energy and 
money or do I “roll-up” this venture and end it? Now is a time of questioning and doubt. 

The simple answer is to end it – once I can get over the sense of personal failure – but this situation is 
not that simple. This venture was conceived through prayer and intended to provide the financial 
resources to support ministry – or so I believed. Did I interpret the response to my prayers correctly? 
Was it really the will of God for me to pursue this venture? Or was this venture really my hope and not a 
response to prayer at all?  

It is also a time of doubt. What if I wasn’t wrong and did interpret correctly? Would ending the venture 
now be because I do not trust that God will provide? Is it time to concede that when things don’t grow 
they need to be pruned? Or is it a time to trust and persevere through this adversity?  

When I reflect on the faith of Job through his hardships, I see a man whose faith was rewarded: and I 
wonder if all I need is to be a little more tenacious. When I reflect on the doubt of Moses, I see a man 
who questioned his calling and his own ability to go where God has asked: and I question if I am hesitant 
because I am afraid. And when I reflect on the trust of Ananias, I see a man who overcame his 
reservation with courage: and I consider that just because this doesn’t make sense to me, God may have 
a wider purpose that will be fulfilled in God’s time. I have a sense that there is a time for easy answers – 
and that this is not that time. So, it is the questioning voice of doubting Thomas that rings in my ear at 
this time of discernment – Lord … how can I know the way?  

It is the voice of Jesus that provides the guidance, if not the quick answer – “I am the way”, Jesus says. In 
these simple words is contained the direction that I must head and the truth on which I must spend time 
reflecting. As I continue this time of questioning, I trust with certainty that God will lead me with 
wisdom. P. Gushue 

For Reflection and Journaling: 

1. How do I talk with God during times of questioning and doubt? 

2. How does trusting that Jesus is the Way help me to discern God’s will for my life?  

Meditative Prayer: 

God of wisdom and truth, grant that I may have the courage to question  
and the faith to trust that through prayer you will guide me along your way. Amen. 

  


