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LIVING IN GOD’S TIME 

a time to plant and a time to harvest 
 

Wednesday, May 4 

Genesis 13:1-12 … separate yourself from me 
Ruth 2:1-12 … Ruth gleaned in the field 
John 12:24-26 … unless a grain of wheat falls  
1 Corinthians 3:5-9 … God gave the growth  

 

As I read these scriptures and reflect on today’s theme, my mind keeps wandering in wonder at what 
happens between the time of planting and harvest. Thinking about growth fills me with awe, pointing 
me towards God and some marvelous plan that is revealed when the time is right. Growing looks like it 
should be such a lot of hard work but we know it happens without any conscious effort on our part – or 
on a seed’s for that matter. Paul reminds us that growth is not something for which we can claim credit 
– God is the One who makes things grow. 

So, I begin by giving thanks for the ways God’s Word has transformed me. I attribute my spiritual growth 
to what has been planted in me. The extent of this change became clear the other day when I came 
upon a memento book about what some former students saw as the highlights of a trip I chaperoned. 
How they perceived the “cool and clever” teacher of almost 40 years ago made me blush. It’s not how I 
wanted to be remembered. But by the grace of God, I can also remember all that was deep within 
calling me to the light – stories of love, hope and perseverance. 

I had always loved to read about and listen to the life stories of others – amazed by the way hope 
empowered people to endure. In my childhood home, I was taught the Bible was just a book of stories, 
yet seeds were still planted in me. From those stories, I learned that hope and God were connected and 
that knowing God would somehow change one’s life. I can picture the seeds of promise God planted in 
Abram growing to strengthen his faith, empowering him to be a blessing to others. I imagine that the 
stories Naomi shared about the faithfulness of her God reassured Ruth as her life turned upside down.  

As I grew older, opportunities to talk about all I was observing sprouted up as well. Fast forward to 1999 
and my first Week of Guided Prayer which opened me to discovering God’s Presence even more. No 
wonder I have changed! Close to 500 scriptures have been sown into me, along with learning how to let 
them penetrate my soul. I may not be able to recite them effortlessly but the essence of a story rises up 
exactly when I need it. Like a healing prayer, God reveals whatever needs to be turned over or harvested 
to feed myself and others.  D. Kucharczyk 

For Reflection and Journaling: 

1. What seeds has God planted in my life? 

2. What stories have shaped my life? 

Meditative Prayer: 

Dear Jesus, help me recognize your seeds of love and hope in my life.  
Show me when to harvest what has been planted in me  

so that others may recognize your presence growing in their lives. Amen.  


