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LIVING IN GOD’S TIME 

a time to weep and a time to laugh 
 

Tuesday, May 3 

Genesis 18:9-15 … Sarah laughed to herself 
Genesis 21:8-20 … Hagar lifted up her voice and wept 
John 11:30-35 … Jesus began to weep 
John 20:11-18 … Mary stood weeping outside the tomb 

 

There have been times when I have wept.  

I remember the time when I was with my family and friends at a Faith at Work camping event. While 
gathered around the evening campfire, I started to cry uncontrollably. At that time, I had no idea why I 
was crying. Time passed. Finally, my breathing steadied and my sobbing stilled. Blessed by the presence 
of my friends, I began to understand the reason for my weeping. As a boy and as a man, I was taught it 
was not proper to cry. I realized I was crying for those times that I did not cry – as a boy, … as a young 
man, … and as a disciple who did not respond to a particular call. 

In the years since, I have been able to see God at work in my life. Sometimes it has been a gentle nudge 
and other times a good swift kick. Insecurity about my ability to write has held me back in some 
circumstances. I have joyfully responded to God’s call in many different ways; however I could not 
imagine writing a reflection for the Week of Guided Prayer. Writing this reflection on weeping, reminds 
me that God has a way of making our insecurities less and our abilities more. 

Unlike me, Hagar knew why she was crying. She and her only son were banished. At that moment, she 
was sure that they would die of thirst in the desert. God heard her weeping and opened her eyes to see 
the water that they desperately needed. They drank and lived. Her son became a great leader. 

I thank God for that time of weeping which gave way to the joy and happiness of recognizing God’s call 
in my life. I give thanks to God for helping me see again and again how I can use my abilities – to his 
glory.  A. Hills 

For Reflection and Journaling: 

1. When have I not allowed myself to cry?  

2. When has recognizing God’s presence turned my sad tears to tears of laughter? 

Meditative Prayer: 

Ever-present God, thank you for the assurance that you are always with me. 
Help me recognize and respond with joy to your call in my life. Amen.  


